November 16, 2016

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENTS
OF REPRESENTATIVES JOE
PITTS AND MIKE FITZPATRICK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
two friends, two Members of the Penn-
sylvania delegation, here in the House,
Representative JOE PITTS and Rep-
resentative MIKE FITZPATRICK, on their
upcoming retirements and for their
service to this Nation and to their con-
stituents. It has been an honor to serve
with both of these gentlemen over the
past 8 years.

Representative PITTS’ retirement
caps a long career of service to his Na-
tion. His career started as an educator,
teaching math, science, English, phys-
ical education, along with coaching
basketball.

He also served 5% years in the United
States Air Force with three tours in
Vietnam. After being commissioned as
a second lieutenant, he was promoted
to the rank of captain by the time he
left the service.

After settling in Pennsylvania, Rep-
resentative PITTS continued to teach
until he felt the call of public service,
launching a 24-year career as a Penn-
sylvania State representative, and
serving as chairman of the Committee
on Labor Relations and later of the Ap-
propriations Committee.

JOE was sworn in as a United States
Representative in January of 1997, the
beginning of a 20-year career here in
Washington, D.C., and in serving the
residents of Pennsylvania’s 16th Con-
gressional District. His ten terms here
in the House of Representatives have
included time spent chairing multiple
subcommittees, including the Health
Subcommittee for his last two terms
here in Congress.

I have greatly enjoyed time spent
with JOE during our weekly Bible stud-
ies, and I wish him and his wife, Ginny,
the best of luck in retirement.

I also want to recognize the retire-
ment of my friend and colleague, Rep-
resentative MIKE FITZPATRICK of Penn-
sylvania’s Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict.

Like Representative PITTS, MIKE has
dedicated much of his life to public
service and was first elected in 1995 as
a Bucks County commissioner, a posi-
tion he served in for 10 years. During
that time, he showed a commitment to
bringing jobs to Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania, creating the county’s first
enterprise zone, which eventually cre-
ated thousands of local jobs.

MIKE arrived in Washington, D.C., as
the representative of the Common-
wealth’s Eighth Congressional District
in January of 2005 and later worked to
bring the national veterans’ cemetery
to Bucks County. More recently, he has
served as the chairman of the Task
Force to Investigate Terrorism Financ-
ing.

Personally, I have bonded with MIKE
over our shared ties to the Boy Scouts
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of America. We are both longtime Boy
Scouts and fellow Eagle Scouts. MIKE’S
service to scouting includes time spent
as president of the Bucks County Coun-
cil of the Boy Scouts of America.

I wish Representative MIKE
FITZPATRICK a great retirement, along
with his wife, Kathy, and their chil-
dren.

Congratulations, JOE and MIKE. It
has been an honor serving with you.

——
MIDNIGHT RULES RELIEF ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Midnight Rules
Relief Act, which would halt President
Obama’s ability to rush through politi-
cally motivated regulations during the
remainder of his term.

It is clear that this administration
will do everything possible to stop
President-elect Donald Trump by jam-
ming through as many backdoor regu-
lations as possible before the clock
runs out.

Last week, the American people
spoke. They made it clear that they
want to get our economy moving
again. President-elect Trump must
have the opportunity to enact policies
without regulatory hindrance from the
previous administration.

Mr. Speaker, since taking office, the
President has ignored Article I of the
Constitution and the will of the Amer-
ican people. For the past 8 years, the
President has used his pen and phone
to create a fourth branch of govern-
ment, imposing executive orders and
Federal rules and regulations to ben-
efit his own radical political agenda.

In 2015 alone, the Federal Govern-
ment implemented 3,400 regulations on
Americans that cost us $1.89 trillion in
lost productivity and growth—a cost
that averages nearly $15,000 per Amer-
ican household. These regulations from
unelected, unaccountable government
bureaucrats are unfair and unjust.

Mr. Speaker, my constituents in Mis-
souri are desperate for greater security
and economic opportunity. This comes
with elevating, not undermining, the
spirit of self-governance for which our
Nation was founded.

As a Member of the U.S. House of
Representatives—the people’s House—
we must pass the Midnight Rules Relief
Act to ensure that we are protecting
the American people from reckless reg-
ulations that will continue to cripple
our economy and target the pocket-
books of all Americans.

Transparency is critical when we
pass important legislation that will di-
rectly affect our constituents. If the
President has the ability to impose
major regulations without the nec-
essary time for congressional scrutiny
and oversight, we are not doing our
jobs to represent and protect our con-
stituents.

Mr. Speaker, I have spent my time in
Congress fighting for our families,
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fighting to repeal regulations that are
hindering business growth, and fight-
ing to provide a voice for the voiceless.
It is our duty to pass this legislation
and continue to fight against the Presi-
dent’s irresponsible agenda and give
our new President, Donald Trump, the
support that he has earned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Thank You, O God, for giving us an-
other day. Bless the Members of the
people’s House with focus and purpose
as they gather these days before
Thanksgiving. May their efforts give
true cause for Americans to gather to
give thanks.

In our world there are many places
where peace is lacking and cause for
thanksgiving rare. Send Your spirit of
peace upon our world. Help us all see in
those we view as enemies our brothers
and sisters.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CICILLINE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
PASS MENTAL HEALTH REFORM
BEFORE THIS SESSION ENDS

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
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